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New guide to teach Tasmania Together
Teaching school children about becoming responsible citizens just became easier with the launch of the Tasmania Together Student and Teacher’s Guide.

Department of Education’s Learning Services Program Manager, Dr Irene Gray, today launched the on-line guide, which provides ideas and resources that can be used by teachers to make links to Tasmania Together’s goals and benchmarks across all areas of the curriculum. 

“The purpose of the Guide is to encourage students to help achieve the vision of Tasmania Together for 2020 – and make a difference to the social, economic and environmental future of State,” said Dr Gray.  

“Our students are our future citizens and leaders, and it’s important that they learn about their community and become involved in civic processes and citizenship activity.”   

The Guide describes some ideas to help students learn about, and become involved in, Tasmania Together benchmarks, goals and processes.  For example
· Planning and undertaking civic action in their school and local community

· Understanding and using democratic decision making strategies 

· Examining the identified issues, goals and benchmarks of Tasmania Together as part of curriculum studies in a diverse range of areas.

Director of the Tasmania Together Progress Board, Phillip Hoysted, said that the Progress Board recognised the value of involving the next generation of young people in developing and working on our goals for the future. 

“Students are interested in the world they live in – and are concerned about issues like education standards, healthy living and the environment,” Mr Hoysted said.  

“For example, Kingston High School surveyed their community on attitudes to global warming. The survey found that 79% of people thought we should act on global warming now, and the students lobbied all levels of government with their message. 

“This research is in an area that directly relates to Tasmania Together benchmarks, and is one of many areas where students can take real action and learn about their community at the same time. 

“It’s encouraging to see schools taking on challenges and working on Tasmania Together goals and benchmarks to make a difference in the community.”

The Guide is now available on line at www.education.tas.gov.au and at www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au/schools
Contact: Dr Irene Gray on 6233 8459 or Phillip Hoysted on 6233 5958

