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THE STATE WE ARE IN

Compared to five years ago, Tasmanians feel safer, live longer, are more prosperous, better educated, and volunteer more.  

At the same time there is more reporting of domestic violence, living costs have gone up for some and smoking appears to be on the increase.

This snapshot of the Tasmanian community is contained in the 2006 Progress Report released today by the Tasmania Together Progress Board.

Speaking at the launch of the report today in Hobart, Chair of the Progress Board, Mr Bob Campbell said it was timely to look back over the last five years to see how Tasmania has changed since the inception of Tasmania Together.
“This will be the last progress report based on the current Tasmania Together document,” said Mr Campbell.

“The first five year review of Tasmania Together is nearing completion. By the end of the year, Parliament will consider a revised Tasmania Together document and we will have a new Board in place.”

“It is appropriate we look back to see how far we have come before moving on to the next five years.”

Mr Campbell said of the benchmarks measured in Tasmania Together, nearly half (48%) had achieved their 2005 target, 11% had achieved the 2005 target at some stage during the last 5 years, and some progress was made in most of the remaining benchmarks but the 2005 target was not achieved.

“It is a very good result given the challenging targets that were originally set for the benchmarks in Tasmania Together.”


Highlights of achievements over the last five years include;

· The community has seen steady improvements in feeling safe and a reduction in property crime.  At the same time there have been increases in incidences of injury and poisonings, and increased reporting of domestic violence and abuse or neglect resulting in

children being placed under care or protection. 

· A greater number of Tasmanians undertake volunteer work, and more people are participating in education and training.  Literacy and numeracy rates have improved over the five years but have not always achieved the levels for which targets were set.  

· Tasmanians are living longer and there have been modest improvements in our eating and exercise habits.  But after an initial decline, smoking rates have gone up again.

· Although the target of matching the national average was not met, Tasmania has made significant progress in addressing long term unemployment.  Living costs for low  income couples have crept up, but for families the figure has dropped slightly.

· Tasmania is a more attractive place for young people, with significantly fewer leaving the state and more being engaged in employment and education.  Young people also have more say on local council issues, but remain poorly represented on government boards and committees.

· Tasmanians are better connected through internet access, and participate and attend more cultural events and activities – including multicultural events.  

· Unfortunately, there have been more claims of discrimination, and little progress toward pay equity for women.

· Tasmania’s population has grown slightly as has our share of migrants, but the gradual move from rural and regional to urban areas continues and we have fewer people in the 15-39 age bracket.

· Aboriginal culture has been better recognised through increased teacher training in schools, increased interpretation at major visitor sites and an increase in land owned or managed by the Aboriginal community.  

· Tasmania’s increasing workforce participation rate matched national increases for most of the period, with more workers in secure employment and earning higher wages.  The number of vocational and tertiary graduates employed in the State remains much the same.

· Tasmania’s business environment has been boosted by upgraded international credit ratings, sustained growth in Gross State Product, increased levels of investment, significant growth in tourism, more value-adding in manufacturing, and relatively high levels of business confidence.

· In relation to the environment, air and water quality measures show improvement and native vegetation levels have been maintained.  The percentage of land protected has increased and the use of 1080 poison has declined.  On the downside, improvement targets for threatened species have not been met.

Mr Campbell said Tasmanians should build on the gains made over the last five years and focus on planning for the future.

“Tasmania Together is a vision of how our community wants Tasmania to be in the year 2020. “

“While the Board does all it can to let Tasmanians know how their plan is going, it is up to the community to get involved and make sure it happens.”

“We greatly value our partner organisations around the state who contribute to the achievement of specific Tasmania Together goals and benchmarks linked to their business activities.”

Mr Campbell said the 2006 Progress Report also provided detailed information on progress in achieving benchmarks since the last report in 2004. 

for further information telephone: 

Bob Campbell Chairman Tasmania Together Progress Board 

0408 336 340 or Phillip Hoysted–(03) 6233 5958
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