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working it out





The State public health report 2008 provides compelling evidence of the link between social exclusion and poor health outcomes.  Working It Out provides support, resources and projects to build supportive local networks and capacity for the health and wellbeing of the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) community in Tasmania.

2009 ended with the project designs on young people, a project funded by the Office of Children and Youth Affairs.

A group of young people at Working It Out have designed a poster for Tasmanian Schools. The poster was launched at Kaos Café on the 4th December during Human Rights Week by Paul Levett.  Feedback on the poster has been exceptionally positive:

· This poster reaffirms my belief in the wonder of diversity – thanks allsorts

· Great idea

· Congratulations I look forward to positive results to go with it!

· A great way to ‘queer’ a Tassie icon and promote visibility, safety and respect.  Full of Pride

· Fantastic poster. Loved the card too!  I am totally inspired by the amazing talent we have in our gorgeous community well done

· One for the rainbow devils

· We @ Kaos say thanks for supporting us… the poster really is beautiful – congrats on educating all of us!!! And as a great woman said once R.E.S.P.E.C.T.

· FAB POSTER – WE WANT LOTS!

· A work in the tradition of the “Sticks and Stones” poster – one that will be in demand for decades

· With Pride and be Proud

· Lots of levels and so eye catching – great job

· Absolutely fantastic – we want to adopt one

The young people, Allsorts North and South, who worked together with artist Troy-Anthony Baylis found that they could come up with amazing ideas and have a very good time doing it.

They wanted to create a poster that would both acknowledge everyone in the school community, be they changing, unsure, gay, bi, trans, queer, lesbian or straight.  And they wanted to get the message out to BE WHO YOU ARE - RESPECT OTHERS as they felt this message was clear and spoke to both the individual and broader community at the same time.

The poster will be distributed to Tasmanian schools.  The Allsorts group will be writing to school principals explaining the importance of the poster.  It is vital that schools send a strong message that theirs is an inclusive community that embraces diversity and that all students will be assured a safe learning environment.  The poster is available from any of our three offices listed at the bottom of this article.
In 2010 Working It Out aims to deliver Gateways to Inclusion a project designed to meet Tasmania Together Goal 5: Vibrant, inclusive and growing communities where people feel valued and connected; Standard 6 Foster an inclusive society that acknowledges and respects our multicultural heritage, values diversity and treats everyone with compassion and respect.  

Gateways to Inclusion comprises two training programs:  

(1) Our school says yes to diversity and no to homophobia - a gender and sexuality training program for SCHOOL STAFF which can be facilitated in-house in future years:

· To increase staff confidence and knowledge-base to provide a safe and inclusive school for LGBTI students;

· To bring teachers’ attention to their legal responsibilities under the Tas Anti-Discrimination Act 1998 and to recent reforms in state and national law;
· To identify further action required in developing an inclusive school environment; and 

· To identify any future training needs.

(Benchmark 5.6.3.2 Teacher training in sexual and identity related discrimination.)

(2) Skilled to tell - a training program enabling SAME-SEX ATTRACTED YOUNG PEOPLE over 18 to present their life story as public speakers. (see attached program)

If you would like to know more about our work or you believe there is a service we can offer to you, your workplace or your community, please contact us on 6231 1200.

	Working It Out South

39 Burnett St Nth Hobart 7000

6231 1200  0438 346 122
	Working It Out North

45 Canning St. Launceston 7250
6334 4013  0419 361 128
	Working It Out Northwest

11 Jones Street Burnie 7320
6432 3643  0419 361 128
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