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FOCUSSING TASMANIA’S 20 YEAR PLAN

The State’s 20 year plan, Tasmania Together, is to be substantially changed following extensive community consultations.

Tasmania Together Board Chair, Bob Campbell, said Tasmania Together had come under close scrutiny from thousands of Tasmanians as part of the 5 Year Review of the plan.

“More than 10,000 people got on board the Tasmania Together bus as it visited 90 places in 80 days,’ said Mr Campbell.

“Thousands more responded to our questionnaire, visited our website, phoned us, attended the 35 forums held statewide, or sent in a formal submission.

“The five-year reviews – which will happen for the life of the 20-year plan – ensure that Tasmania Together remains a living, breathing document that will remain true to the wishes of the Tasmanian community.

“Plans need to change over time to ensure they are relevant.”

Mr Campbell made the comments while launching “What We Heard”, a report that summarises the community consultations held late last year.

Mr Campbell said the Tasmania Together plan would receive a significant re‑write.

“Tasmania has changed in the last five years. People have spoken of a greater economic prosperity, a greater pride and confidence – more jobs, better house prices and a healthier environment,” said Mr Campbell.

“But Tasmanians are also concerned about health services, the cost of living and a perceived growing gap between rich and poor.”

Mr Campbell said new benchmarks would be developed in the areas of:

· community connection and families 

· people with disabilities and their participation in the community

· ageing and associated issues of independent living, work and health

· recreation/leisure events and facilities

· housing costs and availability

· health waiting times, mental health and obesity

· road safety

· agriculture and primary industry

· business innovation and infrastructure.

“Tasmanians have also told us that some areas, already part of Tasmania Together, need   to be extended. Areas like the importance of lifestyle and sense of community, literacy and training programs and our physical and mental health.”

Mr Campbell thanked individuals and organisations who took their time to contribute their views during the review.

“The Board has listened to the community and is working hard to reflect those recommended changes.

“Tasmania’s 20-year plan will be reinvigorated to take it to the next five year milestone, which is effectively the half way mark for the plan.”

For comment please contact: Mr Bob Campbell, Chairman, Tasmania Together Progress Board on 0408 336 340 or 6233 5958.
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