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Media Release

1 December 2005

TASMANIA TOGETHER TO TACKLE ADULT LITERACY
The level of adult literacy in Tasmania has been raised as a concern in the consultation being conducted by the Tasmanian Together Progress Board and will be considered in the review of the 20 year strategic plan for the State.

Progress Board member Michael Kent said the concern was not surprising and was in line with surveys that showed that almost half the population could be expected to experience literacy problems.

Mr Kent said the Tasmanian Government had responded by establishing an adult literacy task force that was working to increase awareness of the issue, provide support for people with difficulties and to make sure that all adults in Tasmania had access to the support they needed to develop their essential skills

“Adult literacy has been raised in discussions on the Tasmania Together information bus as it has toured the State and in the five-year review forums that we have conducted,” he said.

This is not surprising as with a healthy employment climate, the problem becomes more apparent as many people lack the literacy skills required in their working lives.

“While significant shifts have occurred in our understanding of adult literacy, the increasing momentum of social, cultural and technological change simply serves to exacerbate the problem. 

“New forms of communication and information now challenge us all, not only those with poor literacy skills.”

Mr Kent said the Progress Board would look at the issue during the post public consultation phase of the review and examine the need to include benchmarks for the extension of the current in-school literacy measures to a whole of community program.

He encouraged people who wanted to have input on adult literacy or any other issue to comment to the review within the next month.

As well as visiting the bus and attending consultation sessions, people can have input to the Tasmania Together review in a number of ways.

Comments and submissions can be forwarded to the Tasmania Together Secretariat, GPO Box 123, Hobart 7001, or via the website www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, by email to secretariat@tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, or by telephone on 1300 306 302.

Comments and submissions need to be provided before Christmas and all contributions will be considered in the review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan.

Ends…

For further information contact Lee Prince on 6233 5958
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