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Media Release

Monday 5 December 2005 

BUS ENDS AROUND TASMANIA IN 80 DAYS TOUR

Tasmania Together’s unique mobile community consultation program ended in Hobart today when the specially equipped information bus called at its last stop on an 80-day tour of the State.

The last of 90 locations visited was the Hobart Mall, where the Tasmania Together bus joined in the celebrations of the International Day for Volunteers.

From the launch in Launceston on 23 August, the bus visited the northern Midlands and the North-East before heading south to the Tasman Peninsula and Hobart. It travelled through the Midlands to the North West Coast, before heading back to the North and the East Coast. The bus returned south for the Royal Hobart Show in October, then headed further south to the Huon, Channel and Bruny Island, then onto Hobart’s Eastern Shore, up the Derwent Valley to the West Coast and the far North West.

Experienced driver Cameron O’Neal guided the bus on its round-Tasmania voyage and Tasmania Together officials distributed information materials about the plan for the State’s future as well as to receive input from the public. The bus was fitted out with computers and audio-visual facilities, and members of the public were able to provide their comments in writing, or directly into the computer via a digital camera.

Tasmania Together Progress Board member Michael Kent said the information bus had travelled more than 6,000 kilometres, visited 90 places in 80 days and welcomed around 10,000 people on board to have their say.

Mr Kent said Tasmania Together Progress Board members and staff had handed out 19,000 brochures, thousands of balloons and wristbands, and letterboxed and distributed a further 100,000 information brochures. 

Mr Kent said the bus was a valuable part of the communication process and had attracted community interest in all the centres visited throughout the State.

 “We’ve had some lively debates on a variety of issues and received a lot of valuable input. All this will be taken into account in our review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan for the State, ”he said.

“Respondents to the review process have commented on a broad range of issues, from justice and safety, education, economic development and the environment, to family, youth and aged care, with health services, employment creation, improved transport infrastructure and support for an ageing population emerging as some of the key issues.

 “People are telling us how their lives have changed in the past five years, the issues that are important to them and the changes they believe should be made for the future.” 

Mr Kent said the current review would assist the Board in identifying what had changed and what ought to be included in the Tasmania Together plan.

“The public consultation period for the first five-year review, following the adoption of Tasmania Together in 2001, ends this month so we want Tasmanians to have their say before Christmas,” he said.

“All comments and submissions will be considered by the Progress Board as it updates the plan to ensure it remains relevant and up-to-date, so this provides the opportunity for the community to influence the future strategy for the State.”

Tasmania Together is the 20-year vision and plan for the State developed by the community.  More information is available on the website: www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au
Comments and submissions can be forwarded to the Tasmania Together Secretariat, GPO Box 123, Hobart 7001, or via the website www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, by email to secretariat@tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, or by telephone on 1300 306 302.
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