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MEDIA RELEASE

8 November 2005

TASMANIA TOGETHER REVIEW UNCOVERS KEY ISSUES

Health services, employment creation, improved transport infrastructure and support for an ageing population are emerging as key issues arising from community input to the current five-year review of the Tasmania Together plan for the State.

Respondents to the review process have commented on a broad range of issues, from justice and safety, education, economic development and the environment, to family, youth and aged care.

Chairman of the Tasmania Together Progress Board, Bob Campbell, said the review was encouraging a good deal of valuable input and all this would be taken into account in updating the Tasmania Together 20-year plan for the State.

Mr Campbell said comments were being provided directly to the Progress Board or via the information bus that was visiting 80 Tasmanian locations in 90 days.

“People are telling us how their lives have changed in the past five years, the issues that are important to them and the changes they believe should be made for the future,” he said.

“Many of the comments relate to personal concerns such as moving house, securing employment, child and aged care, and not unexpectedly, there has been considerable discussion recently regarding the increase in the cost of petrol and the future of Tasmania’s rail freight services.”

In the area of health there have been calls for a greater focus on prevention and for people to take more responsibility for their own health. Better access to health services, particularly for dental services, specialist treatment and Aboriginal health care have been identified as key needs. The issue of the number of poker machines and problem gambling has also been raised.

Aged citizens are seeking assurances on health care, affordable housing and effective public transport, while younger Tasmanians want increased employment opportunities and programs to encourage young people to remain in the state.

In the area of transport, the community input has emphasised the need for some coordination of the State’s transport infrastructure including the use of light rail and river ferries, cheaper public bus services, improved roads and a reduction in fuel costs, particularly LPG. 

Environmental issues have centred on the need to ‘drought-proof’ Tasmania and the provision of adequate water resources for irrigation and the community, as well as the further development of wind power and continuing occurs about old growth clear-felling.  Protection of the natural environment and native forests and animals has also been raised along with calls for less reliance on the forestry and mining industries.

Mr Campbell said all the issues raised were important and emphasised the value of public input in reviewing Tasmania Together after its first five years.

“We are still collecting contributions and encouraging submissions from interested community members and organisations,” he said.

“As well as jumping on the bus and attending consultation sessions, people can have input to the Tasmania Together review in a number of ways.

“Comments and submissions can be forwarded to the Tasmania Together Secretariat, GPO Box 123, Hobart 7001, or via the website www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, by email at secretariat@tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, or by telephone on 1300 306 302.”

Mr Campbell said comments and submissions need to be provided before Christmas and all contributions would be considered in the review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan.
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