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MEDIA RELEASE 22 November 2005

INFORMATION BUS PROVIDING THE LINK BETWEEN TASMANIA TOGETHER REVIEW AND COMMUNITY

The specially-equipped Tasmania Together information is spending the last two weeks of its statewide consultation program on the North West Coast.

The bus will visit centres along the North West Coast seeking feedback on Tasmania’s 20-year plan during the two weeks preceding the Circular Head Show, its last call on 3 December.

Chairman of the Tasmania Together Board, Bob Campbell said the bus was proving to be an effective way to engage Tasmanians in the five-year review of Tasmania Together. 

The bus is visiting 90 Tasmanian locations in 80 days, providing information and taking comments as part of the five-year review.

Mr Campbell said the bus was a valuable part of the communication process and was attracting community interest in all the centres visited throughout the State.

“People are able to get on board the bus to pick up information, make written comments or give us their views on video. It is particularly providing the opportunity people outside the major centres to participate in and be informed about the review,” Mr Campbell said.

“We’ve had some lively debates on a variety of issues and the younger people are quick to access the computers and provide their comments online.

“We are getting a lot of valuable input and all this will be taken into account in our review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan for the State.”

Prior to the Circular Head Show at Stanley, the Tasmania Together bus will visit Waratah and Cradle Mountain on 23 November and spend three days in Devonport from 24 to 26 November. The next week it will visit Cooee, Somerset, Wynyard, Smithton, Redpa and Marrawah, before ending its tour. 

Mr Campbell said a wide range of issues had been raised during the review consultation.

“People are telling us how their lives have changed in the past five years, the issues that are important to them and the changes they believe should be made for the future,” he said.

“Many of the comments relate to personal concerns such as moving house, securing employment, child care services and aged care, and not unexpectedly, there has been considerable discussion recently regarding the increase in the cost of petrol.

“It is all important and it emphasises the value of public input in reviewing Tasmania Together after its first five years.”

Tasmania Together Board members and officials will be on board the bus to distribute information materials and receive input from the public.

As well as jumping on the bus and attending consultation sessions, people can have input to the Tasmania Together review in a number of ways.

Comments and submissions can be forwarded to the Tasmania Together Secretariat, GPO Box 123, Hobart 7001, or via the website www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, by email to secretariat@tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, or by telephone on 1300 306 302.

Comments and submissions need to be provided before Christmas and all contributions will be considered in the review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan.

Ends…

For further information contact Lee Prince on 6233 5958
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