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Media Release

28 November 2005

TASMANIA TOGETHER TOURISM TARGETS ACHIEVED

The growth in Tasmanian tourism over the past five years has seen the State easily achieve the targets established when the Tasmania Together plan was adopted in the year 2000.

Tasmania Together Progress Board member Michael Lynch said there had been a significant increase in expenditure by tourists since 2000 with research data showing expenditure up from $1076 per visitor to $1431 in 2004.  

“This represents a 33 percent increase, easily exceeding the 15 percent target established for 2005 when Tasmania Together was first drawn up,” Mr Lynch said. 

“However, there was a decline in average spending from 2003 to 2004, attributed to the fact that a greater proportion of visitors were taking advantage of low cost airfares and taking short breaks to Tasmania, with shorter visits meaning a lower level of expenditure.

“Encouragingly, there was a significant increase in visitors coming to Tasmania over the five year period, up from 510,000 in 2000 to 754,900 in 2004.

“Our target was for a 10 percent increase, so the achievement of nearly 50 percent growth is significant and underlines the importance of tourism to the Tasmanian community and economy.”

Mr Lynch said despite the recent change in visitor spending, overall visitor numbers continued to grow strongly throughout the period.

He said the value of the industry meant that it figured prominently in the current updating of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan for the State.

The current community consultation phase of the 5 Year Review of Tasmania Together is now drawing to an end and people and organisations are being encouraged to get their comments and submissions to the Progress Board.

Comments and submissions can be forwarded to the Tasmania Together Secretariat, GPO Box 123, Hobart 7001, or via the website www.tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, by email to secretariat@tasmaniatogether.tas.gov.au, or by telephone on 1300 306 302.

Input needs to be provided before Christmas and all contributions will be considered in the review of the Tasmania Together 20-year plan.
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